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Americaâ€™s worst nightmare has come true: a â€œcyberâ€“Pearl Harborâ€• attack by unknown

terrorists has crippled the nationâ€™s power gridâ€”and brought the land of the free to its knees. As

widespread panic and violence ravage the country, its ruthless captors issue their ultimatumsâ€¦and

vow an apocalyptic reckoning.A defenseless nation scrambles to fight an invisible invasion. Chief

among Americaâ€™s last line of defense is Lana Elkins, head of a major cyber-security

companyâ€”and former top NSA operativeâ€”who returns to her roots to spearhead the Agencyâ€™s

frantic efforts to combat the enemyâ€™s onslaught on its own terms. While she and her superiors

take action to infiltrate a terrorist hotbed overseas, much closer to home ruthless jihadists with a

nuclear bomb hijack a busload of schoolchildrenâ€”including Lanaâ€™s daughterâ€”and race toward

a rendezvous with Armageddon in Americaâ€™s greatest city.With Lethal Code, Thomas Waite

raises the international techno-thriller to dangerously exciting levelsâ€”introducing a valiant new

action heroine, and initiating a series that brings a harrowing new edge of realism to sensational

speculative fiction.
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I went through Lethal Code by Thomas Waite while on vacation a couple weeks back. I had some

plane and bus rides to get from point A to point B, and the book did a good job in passing the time.

While I liked the cyber-thriller angle of the story, there was a fair amount of "suspension of belief"

that was necessary to buy into the plot. There are definitely vulnerabilities that can be exploited by

hackers, but not at the level you see here...The story line revolves around a cyber-attack on the US

that cripples nearly everything... power grids, control systems, nuclear facilities, etc. The terrorists

make their initial show of force by turning off the power across the entire country for a 24-hour

period, and tens of thousands die in various accidents and fires. But that's just the beginning, as

they are not content to stop there. The plan is to eventually annihilate the country with their own

nuclear missiles, and it looks like there is little that can be done to stop them.But that wouldn't be

much of a story if that was it. A small (and unlikely) team of security and intelligence experts (and

one person who was originally fingered as the mastermind of the attacks) are put together to head

to the Middle East to infiltrate the suspected organization that is running the hacking operation. They

have to do what no one else has been able to pull off... find the site of the hacking attacks and stop

them before America becomes a heap of radioactive rubble.I liked the characters and the pacing of

the story. I had no problems with feeling like things were dragging or that I didn't care what

happened. I had more issues with the technical aspects of the story. Everything was just too perfect

in terms of what the hackers could do.
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